BY STEVE BOND

FARMA is well known and respected in the
UK. 85 a manufacturer of many of tha
ancillary items for 112 electric car racing,
the Parma range of bady shells and motors
in particular being widely available. In
common with several other 1712 electric
A/C car manufacturers, Parma have used a
number of parts from other manufacturers”
products in their “Panther™ car, notably
plastic mouldings from the Jomac Light-
ning.” The kit supplied for this review is a
ralling chassis and does not include the
motor, Mi-Cads or body, but doas include a

ball type differential and the new short
stroke Parma resistor. The kit does not have
any written instructions but & very detailed,
‘exploded’ drawing.

Kit assembly

Assembly began with the motor/axie
pod, this being made of two moulded nylon
halves hald together with three screws, to
form a very rigid box. The motor is held in
place with two socket cap screws, but
befare fitting the motor, a nylon cam ring is
push-fitted over the motor boss, The rear
axles run in two Oilite bushes which are
likewise a push-fit into two adjusting cams.
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These cams have a peg moulded onto them,
the idea being that when a drive gear ig
changed to another size, the axla retaining
cams are used for Coarse adjustment of the
gear ‘mesh and the motor cam for final
adjustment. The wing tubes are alse fitted
inta the motor axle/pod and are adjustable
for height, being locked into place by two
collats

The differential supplied is 8 Parma ver-
sion of the Associated unit. Items that |
did like were the wheel hubs, these allow
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the rear wheels to be removed without up-
setting the differential setting: The wheals
are held in place with two Socket cap
screws and are a special Parma patlecn.

The front axle beam was assembled next,
this being a one piece moulded nylon beam
with the sprung axle stubs, This was the
most fiddly part of the assembly as it 15
necessary 1o hold the spring up and then fit
an E clip to the king pin. The front wheels
are held in place with E clips and push-
fitted Oilite bushes

The axle beam is held 1o the chassis with
four countersunk alloy screws, the front
bumper plate being clamped betwaan the
axle and the chiassis. The motor Saxlepodis
fixed 1o the chassis with twa countersunk
alloy screws.

The chassis is moulded from polycar-
bonate plastic withthe serva saver pastand
shaker plate moulded in, All the steering
rods are pre-formed and no adjustment is
provided for toe-in.

“R/C installation
My biggest mistake was totry and use the
‘standard’ size servos. This kit is dasigned
for ‘micro’ servos, the whole layout of the
R/ C aquipment would need 1o ba changed.
even to the extent of making a new shaker
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plate it larger servos are 1o be fitted. A quick
‘phone call to Powermax resulted in the
purchase of & pair of 'Skyranger’ mini
servos which fill the bill perfectly. credit
wards do have their uses! The stesring
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Parma products are available from
many retail model shops. Parma
and . Jomac spares arg available
from Tod Longehaw Madel Cars, 80
Pepys Aoad, London SET 4 and 180
Electronics, 24 The Sguare,
Vicarage Road, Peterborough.
Farma Panther is priced at around
£40 (roling chassis) or £67
complate with motor and bartedes,
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servo is held in place with double-sided
tape and a tie wrap. The one job | hate
having to do is setting up the resistor wiper
arm, but with the new short stroke Parma
resistor this seemed less of a problem to set
up than with the longer types

Finishing touches

The last job was 1o silicone the tyres. |
had doubts as to whether the kit tyres
would be any good at our andoor Venue as
the raar tyres were hard, The normal indoor
set.upissoft rears and meadium hard frants.
When tyres are supplied trued and glued,
it seems a pity to tear them off the wheels,
s | thought | would try them out just the
onoe until | was able to oblain a further
supply of wheels. With fully charged Mi-
Cads and with my fingers twitching.on the
sticks the ‘Panther’ was. put down on tha
fioor and then she was away. In spite of tha
less than idéal tyre compound the car
handled very well running round as though
onrails.
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