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in January in Hanisville,

AL, and to help drive
away the winter doldrams, |
decided to build a new car.
The lngical choice for a
winter project iz, of course,
# f1e-gcale pan car because
you bulld and rum it indoors.
| chose the TRC* Pro 10
Sport. This
entry-
level

I T WAS COLD AND WET
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car has < ';ﬂ!

g 5

w0 features

thal make il a great

buy: it handles well right
out of the box, and it ac-
cepts all the parts that fit
thi Pro 10 Elite, 50 it can
“grow" along with your
driving falenis.

THE KIT

The Tiberglass T-plate
chassis has five culouls on
each side, and this makes
it eazy to tape-mount a 6-
cell saddle pack. The front
suspension consisis of a
pair of spring-damped axle
blocks that ride on kingpins.
The front axle bezm |z made
of fiber-lilled nylon, and

it comes with a pair of 2-
degree castar shims. Thess
pravide a sure-fire way for
beginners to set the caster.
You don'l have 1o fiddle with
lots of adjustments or even

)
o

-
under-
stand what
casier is or how
It warks!

The insiructions don'l
tell you which way to turn
the shims, but the clever
engineers at TRC mounted
the iront axie with two
SCrews on each side—large
screws in frant and small
ones at the back. The shims
have corresponding large
and small holes, =0 il's
impossible o put them in
backwards! Excellent en-

pineering like this was
evldent throughout the kit:
awery part fil properly, and
all of the instructions were
clear. The kit doesn't in-
clude a mechanical speed

cantrelber or other electran-

ics, but it does come with a
Bolink T-Bird body.
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ASSEMBLY

' fairly new o pan cars {most of
my cxperience is with off-roaders).
a0 1 had o rely heavily on the in-
structions 1o figure out how to put
this ane wgether. The kit includes
twir books—ong of insrctions and
the other of prciures, This s great
becmuee you can look ot the prctures
and resd the words without having to
fip pages. My only complaint is that
somme of the piclures lack detal. The
Pro 10 Sport has oy bluck parts
thit e mouneed on a black chassis.
s0 photographing it must bave been
like trying to take o picture of a black
cat in a coal bin! If you examine the
pletures closely, though, you can
flgure oul the corvect oremtation of
uned place For each pan.

Assembly takes approximately 4
o & howrs, | 1ok my lame and fol-
lowed every construction step, but 1
made three changes o the stock kit
el don't like £-bend steering link
ages beeause they re difficult to
adjust, 501 replaced them with two
seis of Rocket City™ ball links and
Du-Bro® iumbuckle rods. | prefer
Rocket City ball links to most other
hramds because they come tapped
and color-coded for I.'il|5‘_|ll- and kefi-
hand thresds, The bef-hand theeaded
and & Iilpf'u"-el Elean and Turis fn'n_-l:\-';
the righi-hand thresded and is Ilghzn,‘.'r
and aci= us a locking mechanism o
prevvent the rod from “backing out™
ot the ball links. This setup 15 light; it
costs only about 55; and it makes
ad justing voe-in casy.

ol nlso replaced the siock E-clip
front axles with threaded Bolink®
axles. I hate E-clips when they re
used in high-maintenance applica-
tioms. I you've done mwch racing,
you know that it"s necessary to
remove the fronn whisls aften i
chean oul the canpet stranmds that get
wrappad around the bearmgs. (1 call
E-clipz “pae whiz” clipz, hacanze
every Lime 1 instadl or remowe one,

| hellber, *Ciee whiz, 1"ve lost on-
odher one!™)
s Finally, | added a stck-sivke, S-cell
baniery box, which accomplishes

wsevertl hings. 11 perimins the iige of
reasonably priced, readily available
stick packs. (Not all entry-level ra
cers can handle the chone of hqu[-ding
and rantaming o seddle pack.) 1t
tllows you to charge several packs
and change them quickly betwesn
runs. and it means you can bias the
weight 1o the left side of the car, This
wins great becawse both of the tracks
i vy 1o are lefi-tume-only.

I chose a Team Associatad® RCLD

Aboye: The Pro 10
Bport romer with

& rEAr spring
darmmey, Qo you
e arslsy I

a sligk-siyls
batiery pack.

bty box, which works very well,
It's tough ko get the halves mounted
in the right location, but this problem
is easy o solve. Cul o piece of [x2-
inch bowrd W the swme lengih os a
t-cell battery pack, and mount it
haturann The heattery-hoe halvse with
servo gape. Mow slide this one-peece
wsaembly around the chassis until
:ﬁ.IIJ I'md [I'.H.' I'.‘L'Hl II'I':HIﬂtiI'IF .1IT(I|.
Blark the kncation af one of the
l"ul.-'lh:,.' bok "% Four hiodes, deill
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DIMEMSIOMS:
verall Ll:nﬂl‘h
Width .
Wheelbase
Front Track
war Track

EVGHT:
Gross [with hn'lfcqr]

BODY:

ype ..
Material

HASSIS:
ype .
Material

DRIVE TRAIM:

ront: Type ...
Ellm-‘n:n:nh II.'.h.‘i'f'

poed Controllar ...

OFTIONS AS 'I'EE'I'ED.

nok included

through the chassis, and meount the
box with one screw,

Then, using the battery box as a
termplate. drill the remaining three
holes inthe chassis using 8 is-inch
drill hit, (This bit is small ennough mot
o remove any of the msterial from
thi hesles 1o the batlery bax, ) Remove
the hpillr"l:.-'-h.w assembly mmd ream
oul the is=inch holes in the chassis o
accept 4-4) mounting scre ws. After
you've removed the 1x2-inch board
and cleaned the servo tape off the
hotiom of the box, it will be easy o
mowint the scparate halves,

EQUIPMENT
I mstalled & Futaba* FP-R 1020GR
receiver and FP-5148 servo—the
standard components that came with
my Futaba Magnom Jr. This radio is
reasomably priced, vet it has adjust-
able steering :1||I|.t reverse on all
channels, so ' reat For Baoth emibry
level and advanced cars, (T 've used
my old Magnum Je, to play in local
||:'.|k|||;-_' bors as well as 1o compele in
Ac-Mpins!) [ also used
i Speedworks® Joel
Johnson stock mator
The speed control-
ler T chose was a linle
exatic for an entry
level car, bul I was
reviewing Movak's*
410-MXec HF for
".‘-Cr-:'url-'ng O pmd 1
couldn’t pass up the
DpPOrTEney 1 (251 8
car and a speed con-
troller at the same
T ! Pthplz; ofteEn
sk me which speed
controdler 1 recom-
mend, and 1 tell them
o buy the best racing
style coniroler they
can affoed. It's a wise
investment. hecause a
gomd coniraller iz I|'||I::'|€:r A well
last longer. Cars might corme amd g0,
but you can always move & good
elzcironic :cr-x.erd controller from one
o the mexl.

PAINTING

The chassis was 1 snap o assemble,
anil soon | was resdy o paint the
Bolink Thur bird body, Back in
thie &, | watched the onlimited
hydroplane races at Lake Gunters-
ville, and the boal that always
finished first was the Miss Bud
weiser, Simce then, ["ve had a soft
spod inmy heant for s acing
machine with the Budweise |Ilt_'l,:- ar
it. As vou know, Budweiser sponsors
Tunioe Johigon's Thusderbimd on the
MASCAR circuil, and thar was the
car | chose 1o hase my ||m|-:i-.-n

I'rn mot into pocurmbe scaks P
jubs, bat 1 enjoy building approxi
maute representations. This way,
people can identify your car with the
real thing, but you don't put o0 much
work into the body that you®re afraid
o race it, I startad with a color
fure of MEFP =* Budwerser Siock
ar, 1he blue Ford lopos and the
word “Thunderbird™ are standard
decials, s are the product decals on
Ihe fenders, the window netting, the

b clipes and the windstoeld hare,
The difficully came in finding the
Budweiser symbols. The hobby shop
didn’t sell decals for the Bud
Special, and even a search throagh
supplier catalogues didn't fum up a




set. 1'm stubborm, though, and | was
determined (o brew my own,

Forunately, there ase mow aign
shops that can supply ewstom, com-
piter-penerated, vinyl lotters to go
on the outside of a body, or mirror
images o go on the inside. Mirror-
image letters are greal because, inside
the body, they re protected from “wall
rash.” You can also spray over them
with Coverite's* Body Shop paints,
which ane companible with both Lexan
and vinyl.

After looking at the pacture of the
Budweiser cor and measuring my
imodal, T came op with a pencl sketch
of what I needed. T went to the sign
shop and selected the type sivies that
maost closely maiched the lettering in
the pictuse, The owner punched them
up on & computer screen, and then he
instructed the vinyl cutting fig o o
mirror-image letters. He even miade
some “Rist Racing™ logos for me, |
pul them across the car's trunk Lid, and
they give it anice personal touch, The
wheale process took about 30 minutes,
and two sefs of decals cost 3.

Some helpful hints: be sure o buy
multiple sets of letters. It cosis little or
nothing for the extra sets, but it"s
really easy 1o ruin a ketter. Make sure
you rub the decals down around the
edges, oo, or paint might bleed under
them.,

1 used masking film to kecp the
windows clear and put Carl Goldberg*
red vinyl stiping on the inside of the
body. To finish the job, I applied the
oniside Ford logos and centingency
decals, 'm proud of this body because
il took mare efforl than just slapping
on some decals. The bright red-and-
white eolor schame makes the car
casy to photograph; just lsok at the
colar shits that accompany s ar-
ticks! Although the detailing isn’
even close o scale, everyome who
SEES Y C4r recognizes it as the
Budweiser Special!

ROAD TESTS

The completion of my Budwerser pan
car coincided with the opening of a
new carped rack in Huntswille, AL,

that's owned and operated by Rick
Chambers of RC Hobby Shop. This
large, flat wack has 37-foo straighi-
awnys, 35-foot-diameter wms and
1 2-Fowpt-wicle Tares,

For the initial test mun, [ used the
kit-supplied green-dot front and rear
tires. The car tended 1o oversteer, bat

T dickn’e reaily know how (he
springs (it inte the shock or what o
do with the supplied ball socket and
link. The shock has twao springs: the
srsiller one poess on the inside of the
shock and forces it closed; the larger
one poes on the oulside of the shock
and tries to push @t open. By adjusting

| was impressed by how easy the Pro 10 Sport was
to set-up. After just three runs, it was shawing
championship style.

a generous coping of tire compound
on the rear tires selved the problem.
With each successive run, the car ran
faster and more smoothly. 1'm sure
that much of the improvemenl was ihe
result of my getting used to the car
and the track, but [ was impressed by
hevas sy the Pro L0 Spor was (o set
up. After just three runs, it was show-
ing championship syle.

‘When I returmed home afier the first
test session, | tried some hop-up tricks
on the car. [ obtained TRCs no. 5330
Peo 10 Series Shock and Antenina
Mount, the no. 5163 Aluminum Ball
Joinis and the no. 5430 Complee
Shock Kil. No instructions come with
any of the packages, nor is there any
information in the stock kit's manual
on how o install a shock, but T man-
aged to figure ool how it all went
topether, IF you're new 10 the hobby,
be sure to get help from your local
hobby shaop or a fellow racer.

the outer spring s tension with the
serew collar, you can balance the two
spring pressures, This puts the shock
in the center of its fravel so it provides
spring pressare 0 both directons
much like the spring damper thar it
replaced.

The hall link poes into the small
end of the shock body. To accomplish
[his, wse an Allen wrench (o screw the
setscrew into the end of the ball link,
ond then screw this nssembly into the
shock's small threaded end, Screw the
alurminum ball into the second hole
from the back of the motor block 's
top plate. {The hole doesn’t have any
threads, but the ball will tap ils own.)
MNow it's easy 1o boli the shock/fan-
tenna mount bracket o the T-plate
and install the shock hetween the hall
sogkel and the shock bracked.

I hiad 10ty one more modification,
I removed the ball bearings and the
graphite diff axle from my Bolink car



PRO 10 SPORT
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and instulled them in the Pro 10 Spon.
They fit as it they were custom-made!?
The following day, | retumed to the
track o test the modifications | spent the
first few runs adjusting the gear ratios and
getiing usod to the track, The car sull
tracked beautifally, but its speed b in-
creased dramatically owing 1o the lower
drag of the ball bearings andd the higher
gearing. By the end of this session, | was
convinced: the TRC Pro 10 sport is fust,
well-designed and handles beautifully.

This car is easy 10 assemble, and [ really
enjoyed working with it. The rear hody
posts were too shon for the Bolink body
that'sinciuded in the kit, but [ simply used
longer scnews wnd pam a Ui lehy stack of
nybon washers under the posts,

I converted my car to use stick baitery
packs Instead of saddle packs. | think that
a stick pack with & conmector is a lol
casier for entry-level drivers to handle,

To dial-in the car properly, | simply ap-
plied tire compound on the rear tires o
prevent the oversteer. (I might have been
ahle to achieve the same resualts by using
harder front tires.)

The TRC Pro 10 Sport is an excellent
entry-level RBJ/C car. It's reasonably
priced; it performs well in s stock con-
figuration; and with & linle advice Trom
fellow mockelers, v shoubdn't have any
tronble getting it 10 hook-up, Then, us a
e for speed sets an. you can sdd Pro 10
Elite hop-up pars {they all fit the Pro 10
Sportl., I'm not sure that the shock im-
proved the car’s performance, but the ball
bearings were definilely worth the effort
il took 1o install them,

Just remember; this car is infended to
be an inexpensive “fun” car that runs
well—and it . I you started upgrading
g jor companents, it would be cheaper to
buy an Elite model.

*Fleve ave the moldreiies of i companies mrn-
Mitied 1A I erieie)
TR, POE Bor FOAR, 2201 Charter 5 Alwmorde,
NC 282,
Rocket City £:C Spmm'ﬂ!u fed Witslerale dve.
NE, .Hunrn'..'.l'r AL IF&IT
«Rra Producis, Ji‘r.'Banm'r B, Wakcauda, I

A
Fatiug KA Carg, 420 Hosen B, Lawrereeiie,
A T24%,
Touwy Axspinted, 2585 Cadiliar Ave, Cosng Mres,
A 92026,
gﬂugrfum.qfim A Sewclebwntor, frvine, CA
15,

Speeatworks; diveribeaed by Trinity, 1000 B aden
Ave,, 88, Ligden, N (K14
Navik Elpetranies, bae., ! IR0 E, Dver B, Somia
Araa, CA R270F.
MRP, F8a76 142 Ave. NE, Woadineille, WA 98072,
L

[ W ok boaper Ave.,
Chicarge, I alnby. | |
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